
 

       The Shrine of the Pines 
       Rustic Furniture Museum 
       8962 S. M-37 
       P.O. Box 548 
       Baldwin, MI 49304 
 

 

Dear Friends: 

 

In 2019:   

The Shrine had many more tour groups, from classic car aficionados to senior citizens to school and 4-H groups.  
Our visitors, whether with a group or not, loved the tour of the museum, with the option of either a live tour guide 
or audio headphones, and we are pleased to offer that choice.   

The Nature Trail was enhanced with more signage, and has more handmade benches, thanks to Ray Gould.  These 
resting spots allowed more folks to walk, reflect, and relax.....and, hopefully, learn about our native trees and 
some “fun facts” along the various pathways. 

We did have to purchase a new air conditioner and a new pump.....somehow, both gave out about the same 
time!.....but, as with our own homes, replacements occur every so often.  In fact, these two machines had given 
the Shrine faithful service for 25 years!   

We also had great assistance again this year from the students from St. Benedictine University (Chicago, IL area).  
They come annually and help paint, rake, blow pine needles, and make the Shrine ready to open on May 15th.  
Then, the managers take over and keep our amazing 28 acres looking like a place you want to visit and sit and have 
lunch.....or just sit, reflect and enjoy the Pere Marquette River. 

I want to thank the Shrine Board and all our volunteers as well.  They stepped up and happily helped out whenever 
there were walls to paint or Nature Trail signs to make.  They assisted with fundraising , with Mrs. Overholzer’s 
Diary, and with volunteering when called upon to do so.  Great group! 

Our wonderful Shrine of the Pines museum recently passed 
its 75th birthday.  While the Overholzers tried showing off 
his creations in their home in Marlboro, it became 
overwhelming to do so.  They then built and opened the 
museum in the early 1940’s.  Because of this major 
milestone, I’m asking everyone to consider a gift of $75, 
one dollar for every year the current museum has been 
open.   

Please consider, more than ever, contributing to the 
Shrine this year....truly every dollar counts..... 

 

Thanks for your support for this unique museum, which has truly helped put Lake County on the map!   

Sincerely,       

John Drake, President 

 

Shrine Board:  Mrs. M.A. Kyles (V-P), Terry Bramer (Treasurer), Ellen Kerans (Secretary), Martin Brown, Melissa 
Herington, Sheriff Rich Martin, Brenda Nelson, Patti Pacola, Carissa Reidel  



This Pavilion will not only be built from logs, but have a sturdy roof, and picnic tables, allowing our visitors to make





Comments from our many recent visitors on social media: 

 
2019:   

“A very unique place on the bank of the Pere Marquette River filled with hand carved pine furniture.  The audio tour 
was very interesting.”   

July, 2019: 

“The craftsmanship and passion was exemplary by 
Mr. Overholzer.  The patience it must have taken to 
find pieces of pine root that would match his 
plan...of letters, shapes, is amazing.  Especially 
when one looks at the simple hand tools he used.  
Well worth the visit if you stop and can appreciate 
what and when this was all created.” 

September, 2019: ”This is so amazing.  I remember 
the first time I saw it when I was young with my 
father, Kurt Kahl.” 

August, 2019:  “Uniquely crafted furniture made from the pines that surround the lodge.  Display   
    furniture is amazing.  The experience, with a very unique story, is as well.” 

August 2019:   “I have summered in Baldwin all my life, but I have only visited the Shrine a few times.  It was fun  
  to share the experience with friends.  The items on display, and the lodge itself, were amazing, as  
  was the view of the Pere Marquette River.” 

August, 2019:   

“I’ve been going to Baldwin for my whole life but had 
never been to the Shrine of the Pines until about five 
years ago.  Since my first time going, I have been a 
couple more times and seriously enjoyed each time.  
My most recent trip, we had one of the best tour 
guides.  It was very well done! There are tons of 
interesting pieces of woodwork and great stories to go 
with.  The grounds are gorgeous and there are also 
some very well maintained trails for a nice little hike.  
The property butts up to a stream and is very tranquil.  
My kids were very interested in all the unique   

                  woodwork and very much enjoyed our trip.  There’s  
                 also a little picnic area! 

June, 2019:   

“One of a kind collection of wooden art/furniture all carved by 
one man.  Very creative use of pine tree stumps left over from 
logging activities in the area.  A root might be a table leg, or a 
lamp hanger or window frame.  I really enjoyed viewing the 
beautiful wood pieces and appreciated the skill and 
imagination required to produce them.     

Our tour guide was very friendly and enthusiastic.” 

 


